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Reubenson Charles, 17, FL (2015)

English as a Second Language Class (Summer 2014)

Teen migrant worker helps teach ESL at farm labor camp
Migrant Worker Outreach volunteer, Reubenson Charles, pictured above, worked long hours in the field
before coming on duty to assist with an English as a Second Language (ESL) class. Like the adult students, he
had to scramble to have time to shower, change and eat before class. He helped with set up and tear down of
folding chairs and tables. During class, he assisted with demonstrating actions and dialogues, and with
distributing materials.
When asked about his experience assisting with the ESL class, Reubenson said, “The class was really
interested in learning; they were eager to learn as much as they could. If someone was reading aloud and
pronounced something wrong, the students would correct each other and everyone would laugh.”
Reubenson's courteous manner and conscientious efforts helped put the adult students at ease. His ability to
interpret both during class, and in conversations outside class, was a great help. Reubenson's involvement in the
ESL night class was appreciated by the teacher, Kathy Vermeeren, and by the students. Reubenson lives in
Florida, where he will begin his senior year of high school in the fall.
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Publisher's Information
The Migrant Teen Journal, published once a year by Migrant Worker Outreach (MWO), is available in English
and in Haitian Creole. It's distributed FREE at farm labor camps in New Jersey. Coming in 2016, watch for the
premiere edition of the Latino Migrant Teen Journal which will be available in Spanish and in English.

Contact us at Migrant Teen Journal

CopyRight Migrant Worker Outreach

P.O. Box 123, Medford, NJ 08055
Editor: Mandaly Louis-Charles
Email: Mandaly@MigrantWorkerOutreach.Org
Youth Editors: Johanna Piard, Paradyce Betts & Kinou Charles
Website: www.MigrantWorkerOutreach.Org

& Haitian Migrant Worker Outreach 2015;
For authorization to reprint or use images or
text from Migrant Teen Journal, email
info@MigrantWorkerOutreach.Org or call
Dory Dickson at (609) 969-2480.

Our mission statement
The mission of Migrant Worker Outreach is to welcome migrant workers and their families to New Jersey. We
publish the Migrant Teen Journal to provide informative and entertaining reading, and to serve as a platform for
young voices, particularly from Haitian American communities in the United States.

Membership in Migrant Teen Journal (MTJ)
Membership in the Migrant Teen Journal is open to youth ages 12 to 21, including both those who travel with
their families to perform seasonal work, and those in the same age group who live year-round in New Jersey, or
elsewhere. Membership is open to youth of all ethnic backgrounds, religious affiliations, and sexual orientation.
For Migrant Teen Journal membership information, see our website, listed above. Migrant Worker Outreach
director, Dory Dickson, has membership applications with her when she visits migrant camps.

To submit articles
Migrant Teen Journal members, and other youth, ages 12 to 21, are invited to submit articles to our post office
box or by email to the editor; our mailing address and email address are listed above. Guidelines for submitting
materials are on our website, also listed above. You may contact the editor to discuss story ideas or proposals
for articles first, if you wish. We occasionally publish articles by contributors older than 21.
…................................................................................................................................................................................

Area businesses, organizations & individuals welcome migrant workers
In 2015, the following businesses, schools, and organizations made donations to MWO, &/or accepted a
donation bin on their premises, for collecting clothing, bedding and other items.
…................................................................................................................................................................................
Hammonton Rotary Club
St. Augustine Preparatory School:
Stockton University & Kramer Hall
Student Brendan Honick organized special projects.
Swarthmore College, Pennsylvania
Assumption Regional Catholic School
Medford Association of American University Women
Bishop McHugh Regional Catholic School
Temple Beth El, Hammonton
Swarthmore Public Library, Pennsylvania
Medford Friends Meeting (Quaker)
Cherry Hill Library
Red Lion Faith Chapel, Southampton
Atlantic County Library & Ventnor Branch
Haitian Baptist Church of Willingboro
Moorestown Public Library,
United Methodist Church, Hammonton
Burlington County Library & branches in:
Reformation Lutheran Church, Absecon
Bordentown, Mt. Laurel, Pinelands,
Parish of St. Maximilian Kolbe:
Evesham, and Pemberton/Browns Mills.
Church of the Resurrection & St. Casimir Church.
Casciano Coffee Bar & Sweetery
Jewish Community Center, Cherry Hill
Hammonton Art Center
Habitat for Humanity, Burlington County
Sweet Creations, Hammonton
Bacharach Institute for Rehabilitation
GoodMouth.Com (toothbrushes & oral care)
Bethel Christian Center, Blackwood
PG.Com (Crest toothpaste)
Friends of MWO in NJ, PA & FL
Migrant Teen Journal
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kathy Vermeeren, (second from left)

Brittany Lare and Karl Pietrzak (2015)

Kathy Vermeeren returns this summer to teach English at NJ farm labor camp
Migrant Worker Outreach volunteer, Kathy Vermeeren, (above, left) taught English as a Second Language
(ESL) in the summer of 2014, and is returning this year to teach again. Kathy is now also serving as Assistant
Director for MWO, and as Coordinator of Youth Volunteers.
Last summer Kathy arrived early for every class, to touch base with her adult students. As she unpacked
teaching supplies from her car, other volunteers set up folding chairs and tables and easels. When class started,
students were on their feet much of the time, enthusiastically acting out scenes with practice dialogues and
sometimes with props.
Kathy told the Migrant Teen Journal, “I enjoyed picking up some Haitian Creole while teaching the ESL
class, and I had as much fun as the students. They made me feel so welcome! I always looked forward to
making my way through the fields, driving up to the migrant camp.”
Because of her extensive experience as a French teacher, and as a continuing student of French, Kathy was
able to converse fluently with those students in the ESL class who were also French speakers. Volunteer
Reubenson Charles served as a teaching assistant and Haitian Creole interpreter.
Instruction and activities continued after sunset, often with the use of flashlights to see by. After class, when
the tables, chairs, and supplies had been packed up, Kathy was surrounded by students. During this after-class
time, late into the evening, she answered their questions about English, and discussed topics including
immigration and family needs. Kathy's heartfelt concern for her students was appreciated by all. We are very
pleased to have her returning in an increased capacity.

Summer 2015 volunteers
Migrant Worker Outreach volunteers who will be assisting with ESL classes for Hispanic students include Karl
Pietrzak, Brittany Lare, Jeanne Hoffner, Ken Hoffner, Hammonton Rotarians, and others. Additional volunteers
this year include Kim Gollub, Jeff Ordner, Mariam Majd, Kinou Charles and Brendan Honick. More volunteers
have worked behind the scenes on several projects to benefit migrant workers.

Stockton University of New Jersey, Our Community Partner
Students at Stockton University have been hard at work updating and expanding the Farm Worker Directory
for the Hammonton area. The dual language directory was first published in 2011, in Haitian Creole and
English. In addition to their work improving on the previous directory, Stockton students are putting together a
dual language directory for Hispanic workers, in Spanish and English. The new directories will be translated,
printed, and ready to distribute free to farm workers in time for the 2016 blueberry season.

In memory
We remember those who perished in March of this year, in a van accident involving residents of Ft. Pierce,
FL: Volsaint Marsaille, Jude Petit-Frere, Obernise Petit-Frere, Lifaite Lochard, Madeleine William, Wanie
Larose, Dazilla Joseph, and Servilus Dieudonne. Among the group, several had worked on NJ farms, including
beloved community grandmother and former MWO English student, Dazilla Joseph, who was 79 years old.
Migrant Teen Journal
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I Am a Writer

by Paradyce Betts
I don't write to be seen.
I write to be felt; I write to feed souls.
I write to go against what everyone knows.
I write to reach out; I write to give people something to think about.
I write because my mind keeps flowing; I'll write as long as my veins are going.
I write to connect; I write for a reaction!
I write when I feel rejected so I won't feel alone.
I write for everyone who's been picked on and bruised.
I write for those who feel they have nothing to lose.
I write because when people aren't ready to hear me,
a message in writing can be understood more clearly.
One day I hope my writings will reach out, change minds, lift spirits, hold you.
I am a writer.
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Paradyce Betts is a Youth Editor for the Migrant Teen Journal. She's majoring in English Literature,
at Miami-Dade College, in Homestead, FL. She told MTJ, "Writing is one of my passions, and I hope
to one day become a publisher. This poem came to me when I was thinking about my passion. I
was in the medical field before this and I wasn't happy, so I changed my major. When I did that I
sat down and asked myself, 'Why do I write?' and this piece came about.”
Migrant Teen Journal
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What I'm passionate about:

I love to draw 'cause flowers are a symbol of love,
life, and the Word. I like to have paint and crayons.
Now I have a little lap desk I can practice drawing.
Jose, 17, FL (2015)

I like playing soccer. If you train a lot so you can
become a good soccer player, you can make lots of
money.
Don Edmond, 20, FL (2015)

I love working with kids. I'm starting Palm Beach
State College in August, with an Education major. I've
volunteered for two years with Teen Trendsetters. It's a
club at an elementary school where we go read with
the kids and help them with their homework.
Editor's note: During her senior year, Nancy was
president of the Florida Future Educators of America
Club at Glades Central High.
Nancy Piercin, 17, FL (2015)

Migrant Teen Journal
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English Class

Photos by Caroline Carey

Photos by Caroline Carey

Above: English as a Second Language (ESL) class, co-sponsored by Migrant Worker Outreach and the
Hammonton Rotary Club. Pictured below left to right: Four ESL students, Rotarian Tevis Wernicoff, and Rotary
President Jim Ammann. A total of nineteen students received Haitian Creole – English dictionaries provided by
the Rotary Club of Hammonton. (Summer 2014)

7.

Migrant Teen Journal

<><><>

Second Annual Edition, Summer 2015

7.

I Dream of a Better Life
By Ralson La Plant
and Social Justice in Delray Beach, Florida. My
English teacher is Ms. Newton, and she is a great
teacher. When I have too much fun in class she stops
me from playing around. I now understand I must
focus and learn English so I can have a successful
future in the U.S.A.
When I am not in school, I go looking for a job to
help my grandfather and cousins who are living in
Haiti. I especially want to help my mother because she
believes in me and loves me so much. My mother
desires only positive things for my life and I owe her
much more than money.
I’m twenty-one years old. I want to earn my
diploma and find a good job. Sometimes, I cry. I am
sad my time in Bainet included such little time in
school. My family had no money to pay the teachers.
The time I spend in school now, at the age of twentyone, is very valuable.
I believe all my dreams of helping the children of
Haiti,
of helping my family and of earning my
I was born in the small town of Bainet, near Jacmel,
diploma will come true. I will work hard and with the
Haiti. The people of my country are in dire need of a
help of my mother, my teachers, and God I will
better education system. Thousands of children do not
become a successful adult living in America. I will be
go to school because their families have no money to
able to find a way to help the children of Haiti get the
pay their tuition. One of my dreams is that all the
free education they deserve.
children of Haiti will go to school free of charge.
At this time, I am fortunate because I am a student at Editor's Note: Ralson submitted this essay in English,
his second language.
Toussaint L’Ouverture High School for Arts
…................................................................................................................................................................................

Traveling French Books project to aid
Haitians
Migrant Worker Outreach is spearheading a drive to
bring French books to schools and libraries in Haiti.
Canadian tourists who travel to New Jersey in the
summer, are being invited to bring French books with
them. Some of the books will go to public libraries in
NJ, to supplement their collections. Other books will
be sent to Haiti via Haitian Americans traveling there,
from Canada and from the U.S.. The last portion of
books will be distributed at migrant camps in NJ. For
more information about the Traveling French Books
project go to: LivresFrancaisVoyageurs.Org
Migrant Teen Journal
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Homestead-Miami Speedway Website Photo

William (9) and Ethan (11) both of FL (2015)

Homestead-Miami Speedway, A Great Place for Kids
MTJ talked to students in an after school program operated by the Coalition of Florida Farm Worker
Organizations. We asked them what they enjoyed about visiting Homestead-Miami Speedway.
Thirteen year old Darnelle told us, “During the race my family and I would pick a car to cheer for. We'd
cheer until the race was over. If our car won, we'd brag. There were different activities to do such as the zip line.
There were all different types of cultural (ethnic) foods.”
Darnelle's nine year old sister, Josephine added, “I liked seeing the cars race. It was so loud! And I got my
face painted and I got to jump in the bounce house.”
Eleven year old Ethan, and his nine year old brother, William, pictured above, also enjoyed visiting the
Speedway. Ethan began, “We looked at some of the race cars up close and they let us touch the cars. We saw the
cars racing on the track and we saw the drivers. We saw a Koenigsegg which is a Swedish car.”
William continued, “I liked the cool designs painted on the cars. Some race cars had numbers on them, and
they were painted one primary color, or more than one color. Some of the cars had an engine in the front and
some had an engine in the back. The cars racing on the track were fast. We saw a Lamborghini and a Ferrari!”

Facts about Homestead-Miami Speedway
Homestead-Miami Speedway was built beginning in 1993, with the first race taking place in 1995. Ten years
later, in 2005, the Speedway added lighting so they could hold night time races. There are over 45,000
grandstand seats; MTJ assures our readers, these seats are comfortable with ample leg room and a good view of
the racetrack.
The oval course has an asphalt surface and is 1.5 miles long; the width of the track is 55 feet. A road course
which goes on the oval and also snakes around inside the oval, is 2.21 miles long. Pit Road, where drag races
are held during Fast Lane Fridays, is 1,900 feet long and 50 feet wide. The Speedway was built on 650 acres
where today you can find 1,005 palm trees of fifteen different varieties.
In 2003, a banking project was completed. To bank the track to 18-20 degrees on the turns, dirt was scooped
from the Speedway property, outside the race track oval, creating four very deep lakes. People who work at the
Speedway sometimes come to work early and fish at the lakes. There are also two tunnels which go below sea
level, leading under the stands, to the infield.
*To read about upcoming events, or the Speedway's charitable arm, or to learn about their sponsorship by Ford,
and lots more, go to: http://www.homesteadmiamispeedway.com/?homepage=true
Migrant Teen Journal
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Donavon Dugard and Markita Vertilus (both 15) of NJ, admire a 1967 Bizzarrini Phantom P538,
on display at the Simeone Automotive Museum.

The Simeone Automotive Museum of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
The Simeone Automotive Museum, a 45 minute drive from Hammonton, NJ, opened in 2008, and features
racing sports cars covering a period of sixty years. The collection of 65-70 cars, housed in an 80,000 square
foot building, includes many cars in their original condition with leather upholstery and original paint. All of
the cars are in driving condition. A few Saturdays a month some of the cars are taken into a parking lot behind
the museum for demonstration drives.
Many of the cars in the collection have been raced in famous races in France, England, Germany, Italy, and
in the U.S., in New York, Utah, and Florida. Among the collection are 1953 and 1956 Jaguars which were raced
at the Sebring International Raceway, in a 12 hour race. The Sebring International Raceway in central Florida
was first used in 1950. It is still in use today, and it still features a marathon 12 hour race. The National
Association for Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR), founded in 1947, in Daytona Beach, FL is also featured in
one of the museum displays.
Youth ages 12 through 21, residing at South Jersey migrant camps visited by Migrant Worker Outreach, are
eligible to participate in a field trip sponsored by the Simeone Automotive Museum and hosted by Migrant
Worker Outreach. On or around July 10, 2015, a free raffle will be held for members of Migrant Teen Journal,
to select participants for this museum field trip.
Dr. Frederick Simeone, donated his private collection of cars to form the basis of the museum, which is a
charitable foundation. Dr. Simeone collaborated with photographer Michael Furman to produce a book
detailing the history and acquisition of these cars. The title of the book, and the theme of the museum is The
Spirit of Competition.
“Here at the Simeone Museum are the nuts and bolts of competition. This museum presents
the progression of racing sports car design from year to year, decade to decade. You can see
the dramatic advancement in the technology of chassis, brakes, engines and bodies. And, it
all happened because of compeitition.”
Mario Andretti, in the Preface to Dr. Frederick Simeone's book,
The Simeone Automotive Museum, The Spirit of Competition

*To learn more about the museum, including history, special events, hours and ticket prices, go to:

www.simeonemuseum.org
Migrant Teen Journal

<><><>

Second Annual Edition, Summer 2015

10.

Ralph Gilles, award-winning automotive designer
Title: Head of Design, Fiat Chrysler Automobiles N.V.
What he does: Oversees the design departments for Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep®, Ram Trucks,
and specialty vehicles, as well as Fiat, Alfa Romeo and Maserati
Education: Bachelor of Science in Transportation Design, College for Creative Studies;
Masters in Business Administration, Michigan State University
*Editor's Note: To learn about Chrysler's programs for students, including internships, go to:
http://www.chryslercareers.com/students/pages/home.aspx
After graduating with a degree in Transportation Design, Ralph Gilles was hired by Chrysler, to work in their
design department. During the past twenty-four years Gilles has steadily worked his way up to his current
position. He is a noted team player and has mentored young automotive designers throughout his career. He's
this year’s winner of the Free Press Automotive Leadership Award for design. Gilles, 45, was born in Brooklyn,
NY, of Haitian parents, and grew up in Montreal, Canada.
*The following narrative was written by Gilles (pronounced Zheel) at the request of Migrant Teen Journal,
in response to questions we posed.
My early inspiration for drawing cars
Growing up, I watched television shows (Dukes of Hazzard, Magnum P.I., Knight Rider, etc.) and movies
featuring sexy muscle cars and exotic European cars. This is what inspired me to draw cars and to collect model
cars throughout my youth.
My family's support
My family was very supportive of my artistic nature. My Aunt Josette Rousseau (photo page 11) paid for art
classes for me during the time I attended high school, while I was growing up in Montreal, Canada.
My older brother Max was supportive of my growing obsession with cars; he challenged me to identify
different cars from their headlights at night or from the sound of their engines. My favorite was the VW Beetle,
which had one of the most distinctive engine sounds, and which was still very popular in Montreal at the time.
When I was fourteen, my Aunt Gisele Mouscardy wrote to Lee Iacocca, then Chairman of Chrysler, and sent
him some of my car design sketches, predicting that Chrysler would want to hire me in the future. Neil Walling,
Chrysler’s design chief at the time, wrote back, suggesting I attend design school, which I eventually did.
My Aunt Gisele (photo page 11) is an incredible woman who believes in the American dream. I spent two
summers at her house in Syosset, New York. She and her husband Jean (my mother’s oldest brother) were great
role models. They taught me priceless life lessons and encouraged me to dream big. The best part is that they
have been buying Chrysler products over the last ten years and currently drive a Chrysler 300C.
*Editor's note: The Chrysler 300C, which won numerous awards, was designed by a team Gilles headed.
Migrant Teen Journal
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Gilles' Aunt Josette Rousseau

Gilles' Uncle Jean and Aunt Gisele Mouscardy

My Haitian heritage
My large family is spread out over the East Coast and Midwest regions of the United States. I spent
seventeen of my formative years growing up in Montreal, Canada. Many Haitians immigrate to Montreal,
thanks to French being the business language there, with resultant job opportunities for French speakers.
Several relatives including my uncle, Yvon Mouscardy, lived in Montreal. I can still clearly recall countless
parties at the homes of friends and family. Haitians love to party and eat! I remember my father having lengthy
discussions about Haitian politics and other social gossip with guests - I absolutely never got involved in those
discussions.
I still appreciate Kompa music, Soca, Calypso, Reggae and a vast variety of Afro Cuban music. My father
and uncle were fans of this music; my uncle, to this day, makes me custom play lists.
As for traditional Creole foods, I love them all: Haitian fried fish, crab, plantains, pate, lambi, jonjon, and red
beans and rice. But nothing is better than my mother’s legendary macaroni au gratin!
Comparing my experience studying, working and living in Canada vs. in the U.S.
I'm glad I was able to live in two great countries, especially a modern metropolis like Montreal. Canada has a
very distinctive melting pot of culture; I was lucky to be exposed to just about every world culture possible. In
my grade school and high school I was surrounded by a beautiful mix of people from all over the world. In high
school, I ran into racism occasionally, but I always made a point to turn those situations around and use them as
teachable moments.
Montreal is a world-renowned fashion capital and growing up there, I was exposed to fashion and other
trends at a young age. It's hard to deny that America is the ultimate land of opportunity; it's where I received my
college education and I've lived here since 1988. My time as a college student and Chrysler employee has been
without racial tension or issue. I've been fortunate in my travels and have come across extremely positive people
and I've made it a point to surround myself with open-minded, progressive friends.
I've enjoyed building friendships with other auto designers and car enthusiasts. I appreciate the reasonable
cost of living in Michigan and the abundance of right-brain creative types who live and work here. Few people
know that there are more artists and industrial designers in Southeast Michigan than in any other metropolitan
area in the world.
Comparing life in Canada and in the United States
They are very much alike in most ways. However I still laugh when I think I can get a gallon of milk and a
car battery at 3:00 in the morning in the U.S..
Migrant Teen Journal
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College
I knew within a few days of enrolling at the College of Creative Studies (CCS) that I had landed in a terrific
school. It was, initially, very intimidating to be surrounded by some of the most talented people in the world.
But, you quickly realize that healthy competition raises your personal ambitions and helps you to develop
yourself to the fullest.
I had several great teachers. One of my favorite teachers, likely my biggest critic, was Diane Voss, my
history teacher. She was critical of my writing and of my narrow focus on transportation design; she taught me
to develop myself beyond my art. But, I had many other great teachers who helped to shape me: Bill Robinson,
Sun Paik, Carl Olsen, Clyde Foles and John Kaloustian.
The classes that I enjoyed the most were Visual Communication, Figure Drawing and Design Theory.
Employment
My first paying job was working at the Foodtown grocery store in Syosset, on Long Island, New York. I
unloaded the watermelon trucks and helped to process the produce.
I learned a lot about the dynamics of working with other people and what you can learn from people. I
quickly realized that every job has a culture and there are individuals that can either kill or pump up a work
environment.
Since it was my first job, there was a lot I did not know and had to be taught how to do. I loved interacting
with the customers and helping them with their needs.
My Alma mater, the College for Creative Studies
I had the privilege of teaching the senior transportation program at the College of Creative Studies for two
consecutive years. It was very challenging as I still had a full time job at Chrysler. CCS was an amazing place to
work and they worked with me to offer a late afternoon and evening class so I could work my day job. I felt it
was important to instill in my students the need to be a well-rounded designer. I spent a great deal of time
helping them work on their presentation skills and helping them develop a well thought out thesis related to their
projects.
My parents' influence on me
My parents instilled in me the great importance of being reliable and true to my word. I was also taught that
there is nothing I can’t do if I have the talent and put my mind to it and really work toward my life goals. As
cliched as it sounds, I've found it to be true, across many aspects of my life and work. They also taught me
tolerance but indirectly, in the way they supported me during times of adversity. They taught me to think of
others before I act. Every day I use the life lessons they instilled in me and I do my best to empathize with
people while leading with conviction.

Max Gilles, Mr. Gilles and Mrs. Gilles, Ralph Gilles (1992)
Migrant Teen Journal
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Advice for youth
I always tell young people to truly get the facts before taking a position on anything regarding business
related challenges or personal conflicts. I also do my best to promote a balanced approach to business and
personal life because it helps to promote a healthy, positive well-being. It is very important that my employees
(at Chrysler) are team-minded and not have oversized egos.
My goals
In my line of business, we work on products two to five years ahead and sometimes as far as 15 years ahead.
This makes me a naturally optimistic person and keeps my team focused on what is coming next. I love the
competitive nature that exists in the automotive industry. The field of automotive design is moving faster than
ever and the competition is becoming more ferocious. I love the challenges that are presented to me and my
team. At the same time I enjoy seeing the results of the last five years of painstaking work.
Leisure
I like to drive performance cars like the new Dodge Challenger SRT Hellcat and I like to take my cars out to
drive on the race track. I'm lucky that I live near three famous race tracks: Mid-Ohio, MoSport in Ontario,
Canada and Gingerman in Michigan. For the last two years I've been taking Latin dance lessons with my wife we're getting ready for that bucket list trip to Cuba!
My parents' homeland
I visited Haiti in November, 2014. My wife and I support a small school, Seeds for the Future School,
located in Port-au-Prince and run by some of our family members. I plan to return to Haiti again to better
understand life there and its challenges.

Seeds for the Future School, Port-au-Prince, Haiti (2014)
Migrant Teen Journal
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Meet Migrant Teen Journal Editor,
Mandaly Louis-Charles
Our new editor, Mandaly Louis-Charles, is the
author of Haitian Creole for English Speakers. In
addition to serving as editor of the Migrant Teen
Journal, Mandaly does the translations for our Haitian
Creole edition. She writes a popular blog for students
of Haitian Creole, which you can find at:
http://sweetcoconuts.blogspot.com
Mandaly and her husband Hans have a daughter in
college and a son and a daughter in high school.
*Mandaly's essay, excerpted here, is reprinted from the
2013 issue of the Haitian Migrant Worker Journal.

My heritage
I am proud of my Haitian Heritage. It’s a great privilege to be part of a country with so much history. We, as
a Haitian people, have suffered grave hardships and endured lengthy struggles, but these adversities have given
rise to great bravery and courage. We have inherited from our ancestors an ambition to change and become
united as a people. I am a product of that change. This is my heritage.
As I get older, I find that I want to be more in touch with my past. This always takes me back to the culture
and traditions that shaped my childhood in Haiti. I cherish our culture and traditions and desire that they will
become meaningful to my children who were born in the United States. I take every opportunity to teach my
kids to appreciate the differences and similarities between my homeland and theirs. They learn that they are a
product of both cultures. They embrace them both. That’s who they are.
At home we cook a lot of foods from Haiti. I’m happy that my children not only eat these foods, but they also
participate in preparing them. My kids are getting very knowledgeable about the different spices that Haitians
use in their kitchens, and the role of food in a country where food is sometimes scarce.
On Haitian Independence Day, January 1st, we always have our traditional soup joumou (squash soup). We
sit around the table together eating. We talk about the history behind this soup. Every January 1st, I wake up
early to prepare this traditional meal, and the aroma of the soup wakes the family up. Everyone finds their way
to the kitchen to help set the table and heat up our special Haitian bread that my husband gets from Miami. It's
soup joumou day. It’s a little bit festive
My biggest accomplishment is my children, my family. They keep me happy. I am glad that I am able to add
my little family to my bigger extended Haitian family. We learn a lot from each other. We are growing an army
of second and third generation Haitians who benefit from the wisdom and knowledge of our Haitian born
parents, aunts, and uncles.

First Ever Kreyol Alphabet Song
The first ever Haitian Creole alphabet song and
educational video have just been produced and are
available FREE online, as of June 2015. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Linguistics
Professor Michel DeGraff and recognized Haitian
Creole advocate Mandaly Louis-Charles teamed up to
write the lyrics to the teaching song. Louis-Charles
composed the melody, and provided the vocals and
harmonies. Musician Bèmol Telfort provided musical
accompaniment, playing lead conga and kata. Robert
Capria created the colorful graphics for the video that
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<><><>

introduces the song. * You can watch and listen and
download it for free, on this site:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6F6yK1HOhWI
* You can also purchase the video at EducaVision of FL.
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BOOK REVIEW

Johanna Piard, Reporter & MTJ Youth Editor

Photo by Nancy Crampton

Edwidge Danticat, Author

Claire of the Sea Light, by Edwidge Danticat
Reviewed by Johanna Martine Piard
Edwidge Danticat once again beckons readers with a well-crafted story, her newest novel, Claire of the Sea
Light. This story is set in Ville Rose, a small sea town in Haiti where a fisherman’s young daughter, Claire has
gone missing.
As the stories of individual townspeople are related, the eventual fate of Claire, her father, and the entire
town, is illuminated. This novel includes a range of intriguing characters from the gentle, kind hearted Claire
and her father, Nozias, the poor and deprived fisherman, to gritty Madam Gaelle, the town’s fabric vendor.
Each chapter introduces a new character who plays an integral role in unraveling the mystery of Claire's
disappearance. As the stories of the citizens of Ville Rose interlace with Claire’s lineage, the reader is left with
ever changing emotions with every story that is told.
The reality of life for the characters in this story is very different from the advantages experienced by people
living in modern day developed countries. Danticat's story is full of life threatening struggles that you would
never have imagined people would go through on a daily basis.
Danticat's writing has put her in America's spotlight since the release of her best seller, Breath, Eyes, Memory
(an Oprah's Book Club selection) and The Dew Breaker. She is an incredible writer. Her lyrical language and
choice of settings and characters helps connect the reader to Haitian culture. Her work has exposed me to
aspects of my Haitian heritage which I had not previously experienced.
*Johanna Martine Piard is an English/Communications major at Miami Dade College of Florida. She is a
Youth Editor for the Migrant Teen Journal.

Author Edwidge Danticat, advocate for Haitians abroad and at home
Edwidge Danticat wrote the forward to a recent report advocating for a reduction in the deportation
of Haitians: Aftershocks: The Human Impact of U.S. Deportations to Post-Earthquake Haiti,
which can be found at: http://www.law.miami.edu/clinics/pdf/2015/haiti-report.pdf
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Children decorate their own costumes and act out a skit

Children decorate their own costumes to act out a skit

Youth at a migrant camp in NJ dressed in paper bag costumes and acted out the story of the Hungry Tiger and
the School Children. The young actors enjoyed switching roles when they acted out the story a second time.
Teens at the camp helped the children decorate their costumes. After the show, refreshments provided by MWO
volunteers were served, and donated picture books were given to the children. (Summer 2014)
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At the library

Mackenson Jean-Baptiste (24) FL (2014)

Franky Riche (22) FL (2014)

Mackenson told the Migrant Teen Journal, “I spent an hour on the computer at the library. I was happy to get
a chance to check my email and FaceBook and I went to YouTube.”
Franky added, “When I used the computer at the library, I went on FaceBook. It was really fun because I
hadn't talked to my friends in a while.”
You don't need a library card to sign up to use the computer at Atlantic County Library in Hammonton. If you
want to check out books, just use a recent local pay stub to show you are here working and that's one way to get
a library card. Even without a library card, you can visit the library to enjoy the air conditioning, or any of the
other amenities.

A little bit of magic and a little bit of science
There are entertaining and educational events at the Atlantic County Library in Hammonton all summer long.
Seasonal farm workers are welcome to bring their children to library sponsored events for youth. Migrant
Worker Outreach provided transportation for some of these children. (Summer 2014)
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MUSIC NOTES
Musicians Jorim Morainvil (20), Carly Lacroix (18) and Jonathon Morainvil (22)
(Jorim's brother) all of New Jersey (2015)

MTJ caught up with these young men at the Haitian Baptist Church of Willingboro. Later they responded to
interview questions by phone and email.

Jorim:
I was born in New Jersey. I attend Burlington County College where I'm majoring in Electrical Engineering
Technology. I work part-time all year.
I got interested in the drums by watching and listening to a drummer from my former church when I was
about 5 or 6 years old.
What I enjoy most about playing drums is creative freedom. I can manipulate the song how I want it to be
played.
Learning to play drums took extreme patience for me. Keeping the rhythm and the time was a bit difficult. In
addition, learning new fills and trying to incorporate them into my playing was and still is difficult.
The one thing I knew I was good at when learning the drums was the ability to hear and copy the same drum
beat exactly how it was played. I have an incredible ear for drumming.
Growing up, my musician role models were the musicians at my former church. I didn't have access to
YouTube nor did my parents have the means to get me private lessons. The musicians at my former church were
like YouTube role models for me, even though they didn't know it.
For someone who's learning to play an instrument I would say, "Keep at it." It's going to take extreme
patience and practice in the beginning. Furthermore, if you are going to use YouTube as a training tool, BE
CAREFUL. There are good as well as bad teaching methods out there.
For me, it doesn't matter who hears me play. As long as I am in a church somewhere playing for God, to
the best of my abilities, I'm good with that.
What's interesting about my particular instrument is that any little change to the setup makes a big difference.
For example, if I use nylon tips on my drumsticks instead of wood tips, the sound quality changes.
If it's possible I'd encourage everyone to learn an instrument and to start playing music no matter what
instrument it may be. You'll develop a different level of appreciation for musicians and producers. In addition,
you can use music to boost yourself up whether you're happy or feeling down. Learning to play music is an ever
changing journey. The cool part about it is that if you keep at it, you will ALWAYS find something to improve
on because one never masters everything there is to know about their instrument!
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Carly:
I was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. I came to the United States in 2014, at the age of seventeen. I'm currently
in high school. I'll probably study to be a nurse, and when I can afford it, I'd like to study to become a
professional musician.
In Haiti I played the keyboard at church. The pastor and his son played the piano. They lived a little way
from the church, so I could play before they arrived. I figured it out by myself. I bought a little keyboard and I
took it with me, and every day and every night, I practiced!
When I'm worshiping in church and playing the keyboard there, it's like I'm in heaven with God. It's the best
feeling. My favorite music is gospel and my second favorite is jazz. I'm not at the level I want to be as a
musician; I want to be more professional. If I'm practicing every day or if I study music at school that would be
a way to reach my goals. I go on YouTube to learn the newest songs I like. This is how I learn all my music. At
school every morning I get there on the early bus and practice. On the weekends I practice at home on an
electric keyboard that I borrow from the church.
It's hard when you first start to play; you don't play very well, so you get tired of it, and you look at everyone
else who plays really well. You wonder if you'll be able to play like a professional.
I learned how to play the keyboard by listening. I went to church and listened to the songs and when I got
home I just practiced it until I got it. It's easy for me to learn the melody and then I add the chords.
When I was in Haiti I played at a wedding. That was beautiful; it was my first experience leaving my home
church and going to another church to play. The musician at that church was an adult. I was a teenager and
everyone was surprised; they didn't know a younger person could play the music that well.
I like to improvise with other musicians, mostly playing jazz. My goal is to play the piano at BET.Com with
famous musicians!

Jonathan:
I was born in New Jersey. I attend Burlington County College where I'm majoring in Mechanical
Engineering. I also work part time.
Learning to play the piano was adventurous since I learned on my own. It wasn't hard for me to pick it up,
though it took me a while.
…...............................................................................................................................................................................
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Verlandieu Marcellus, summer 2014

Claude Vernet, summer 2014

A familiar face around migrant camps in NJ
Verlandieu Marcellus visits several different camps on
successive evenings, unpacking folding chairs from
his car and handing out song sheets. Workers
participate in Bible study, worship and singing as they
watch the sun go down.

Claude Vernet, from South Jersey Family Medical
Center, arrives at a migrant camp, to transport people
to medical appointments.

Photo by Tymon Butts

Books donated to MWO are snapped up at migrant camps in NJ, summer 2014
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